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revolution march on to the bitter end, to the entire destruction of
the old order? Or will it yet be brought to a halt? Is there still a
power that will withstand this Revolution of Nihilism? Can the
democracies stop it?
Faith in the democracies has been somewhat compromised
since the old dominance of democracy on the Continent has
crumpled. Was not that collapse the most telling evidence of the
justification for Hitler's contempt of the old political system?
Did it not show that the new realities demanded new methods of
political leadership? Had not democracy remained essentially the
system of government by notabilities that it was at its birth, and
could such a regime have any substance left in face of the rise of
the masses, of the new industrial society, the new means of
exercising power, and the new collective consciousness?
In such a situation do we still need to examine the reasons why
this Germany became National Socialist; or to consider how it was
that National Socialism came into existence at all? Had we not
entirely inadequate conceptions of the whole subject? Where are
the times when various experts were able to calculate to the day
when this Nazism would be bound to collapse, either from lack of
raw materials or shortage of labour, or through the new inflation
and internal indebtedness, or through the insufficient supply of
officers, or any of a host of other things? Those economic experts,
those orthodox currency pundits, those experts on popular
opinion, all went wrong. Against all probability, against the very
nature of things, this phenomenon of Nazism continued and
steadily grew in force; it subdued its own reluctant nation, over-
came every element of tough resistance and repulsion, gnawed its
way through all obstacles and restrictions, and gained strength
from every sort of opposition, A triumph of will-power, indeed,
for this man and his gutter-bred following.
Manifestly there was more at work in this than the simple will to
revanche and pursuit of national consolidation. There were other
elements at the back of Nazism besides German nationalist
imperialism. Where did the movement obtain its power of
infecting elements hostile to it? How did it manage to cripple the
will and confuse the judgment and the feelings of such vast
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